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ABSTRACT

The accurate production of English dental fricative sounds /0/ and /d/ remains a
persistent challenge for Indonesian learners of English because these phonemes are
absent from most regional accent systems. Although numerous studies have
examined pronunciation errors among Indonesian EFL learners, limited attention
has been given to comparing pronunciation performance across different regional
accents. This study addresses this gap by comparing the production of English
dental fricative sounds by students with Indonesian and Sundanese accents.
Employing a qualitative descriptive case study, the research collected data through
pronunciation tasks, semi-structured interviews, and questionnaires administered to
English Education students at Universitas Islam Nusantara. Pronunciation data
were transcribed using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and analyzed
through phonetic comparison, while interview and questionnaire responses were
examined descriptively to identify factors influencing pronunciation performance.
The findings indicate that students with Indonesian and Sundanese accents exhibit
remarkably similar pronunciation patterns. Both groups experienced greater
difficulty producing the voiceless dental fricative /6/ than the voiced dental fricative
/8/, with the dominant substitution patterns identified as /0/ — /t/ and /0/ — /d/.
Furthermore, limited exposure to authentic English pronunciation, insufficient
pronunciation practice, articulatory complexity, and the absence of dental fricatives
in the participants' habitual accent systems emerged as the primary factors
influencing pronunciation difficulties. The study concludes that regional accent
differences between Indonesian and Sundanese speakers do not significantly affect
the production of English dental fricatives. Instead, pronunciation performance is
more strongly influenced by phonological transfer from learners' existing sound
systems. These findings contribute to pronunciation pedagogy by providing
comparative evidence that may inform the development of pronunciation

instruction for Indonesian EFL learners from diverse regional accent backgrounds.

Keywords: English pronunciation; dental fricatives; Indonesian accent; Sundanese

accent; pronunciation errors; EFL learners.

viil



TABEL 0F CONTENTS

LEGALIZATION SHEET .......coooiiiiiiiiiiieeee et i
STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ...ooooiiiiiiiieiseeee e ii
PREFACE ...ttt ettt st eneenaeeneas iii
PRESENTATION .......ooiiiiiiiieiteeetee ettt sttt st vii
ABSTRACT ..ottt ettt ettt viii
TABEL OF CONTENTS ..ottt ix
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION.......oooiiiiiiiieieeeeeee et 1
A. Background of the Study........cceeviiiiiiiiiieiieiiiecieee e 1

B. Research QUESHIONS .........eeuiieeiiiiieiieceiie ettt ettt 5

C. Research ObBJECHIVES ....c.eeuiriiriiiiieiieieeieriesieee ettt 5

D. Significance of the Study ........ccccooiriiiiiiinie 6
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW ........cccooiiiiiiiiiiieneeeeeeeee 8
A. Theoretical Framework ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 8

1. English Pronunciation ...........c.ccceoieiiiiiiiiiiiiieniccese et 8

2. English CONSONANTS ......cccuiiiiiriiieiieiie ettt 9

3. INdONESIAN ACCENL ......eiiuiieiiieiieeiie et 17

4. SUNAANESE ACCENL. .. .eiiiieiiieiieiieeiie ettt ettt ettt ebeesereenee s 19

B. Previous Research ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 21
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ......ccceoiiiiiniiiieeeieeene 25
A. Research DeSIZN.......cccuiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeceeee et 25

B. Location and Time of Research..........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiniiiieee 26

D. Research INStrument..........cc.eeiiieiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeee e 27

E. Research Procedures ............cooeiiiiiiiiniiniiiiiiceceeeeee e 29

F. Data Analysis TEChNIQUES .........ceevuiieriiiiiiieeiiie e e 30
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .....ccooooiiiiniiinienieecieeeee 32
A. Research FINAINGS .......coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeee e 32

B. Research ANalysis .....cccuieeiiiiiiiieiiiecieeee et 44

C. DISCUSSION ...ttt ettt sttt et st e sbt e st e be e sabe e b e e aaeeneeas 46
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .......ccccoooiiiiiieiieienee. 51
AL CONUSION L.ttt ettt 51

X



B. Limitation of the Study ........ccccevriiiiiiiiieieec e 53

C. SUZEESTION ....ceiiieiieeiiieiie ettt ettt e b e e saeebeesaeeenbeenenas 53
APPENDIXES ...ttt et st ne e 60
Appendixes 1 Supervisor Appointment Letter..........ccceeveveeerieeicieeiniieeeieenns 60
Appendixes 2 Student Supervisor Card ...........cceeeveeveeriienienieenienie e 61
Appendixes 3 Research InStrument.............coecveviieniieniienienieeeecee e 63
Appendixes 4 Expert Judgment ..........ccoccovveeeiiieiiiiiicieecee e 66
Appendixes 5 DOCUMENTALION .........eeeuireeiieeeiieeeieeeereeeeiee e ereeeeereeeareeens 67



