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According to Paul A. Tess (2013), as people create content, exchange images, and decide which content to “like”, or engage in games, social media technology has become an essential aspect of everyday life. Now, social media is widely used by students in the current digital era as a tool for communication, socialization, and even education, providing new opportunities for learning outside of the conventional classroom setting. To improve their language skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation), high school students, especially those studying English as a foreign language (EFL), use social media as one of the platforms to learn language. Platforms such as TikTok and YouTube not only provide entertainment but also offer easy access to a wide range of content that is relevant to students’ needs, both for communication and educational purposes. 
In education, social media is often used to access information that may not always be available in the classroom. With the ability to access materials anytime, anywhere, these platforms offer students flexibility to engage with content. Furthermore, features such as live broadcasts, interactive discussions, and online collaborations can offer students opportunities to participate in more active and meaningful learning activities, fostering a more relaxed and engaging environment that supports the practical use of language. As Khaliq et al., (2021) observe, students can practice and internalize new vocabulary by leaving comments on posts, participating in group discussions, and creating their own content, which allows them to apply vocabulary in real-life contexts. These activities allow students opportunities to practice new vocabulary in authentic situations, which might strengthen their memory and application skills. Additionally, online communities formed through social media provide students with the chance to connect with native speakers or other language learners.
In the context of English language learning, Alkamel, (2024) highlights that platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube offer dynamic environments where students can engage with new vocabulary through contextualized interactions and multimedia content. For instance, educational channels on YouTube often provide videos on various topics with subtitles, which can help students understand how vocabulary is used in specific contexts. Similarly, TikTok contributes through short videos that introduce idioms, phrases, vocabulary, or even pronunciation in a creative and accessible manner. These platforms may allow students to engage with language in practical, relatable ways, potentially encouraging exploration and repeated exposure to vocabulary across diverse formats. According to Rajeyi and Maleki (2023), students who learned English vocabulary through social media showed significant improvement in retention. This improvement was linked to frequent exposure and the use of vocabulary in real-life contexts, which supported their learning process. Social media platforms provide opportunities for natural interaction with vocabulary through text, audio, and visuals, potentially integrating language learning experiences into daily life. This supports Nation’s (2001) idea that regular and meaningful exposure to vocabulary is crucial for language development. 
The variety of content available on social media offers students the opportunity to select resources that suit their interests and language learning goals. Students may customize their educational experience by watching videos on subjects they are interested in, from common language to more specialized terminology, on platforms such as TikTok and YouTube. This flexibility has the potential to make learning more engaging and relevant, thereby enhancing students’ motivation to continue learning. Additionally, the algorithmic features that customize content based on user preferences may help students access more personalized materials, potentially improving the effectiveness of their language learning process. 
Despite the growing body of evidence supporting the educational benefits of social media, a gap remains in understanding students' perspectives on its use for vocabulary learning, particularly in EFL contexts. Many studies have focused on the effectiveness of social media as a language-learning tool, but fewer have examined learners' attitudes, challenges, and the social media characteristics most beneficial for vocabulary acquisition. This study aims to close this gap by investigating how EFL high school students' perspectives on using social media to learn vocabulary. By analyzing students' perspectives, this study aims to provide insights into the effectiveness of social media as a supplementary tool for vocabulary learning.
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This study is limited to exploring the perceptions and challenges faced by 11th-grade students at SMAN 1 Banjaran, Kabupaten Bandung, regarding the use of social media for vocabulary learning and the features they find most beneficial for vocabulary learning. The study focuses only on two social media platforms, TikTok and YouTube, because they are widely used by students for various purposes, including educational ones.
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      The researcher divided the research problem into three points based on the given explanation.
1. What are EFL senior high school students' perspectives and challenges on using social media platforms for vocabulary acquisition? 
2. What features or characteristics of social media platforms are considered most beneficial by EFL senior high school students for vocabulary acquisition?
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The researcher developed two research objectives to address the research problem outlined earlier. Which are:
1. To observe EFL senior high school students’ perspectives and challenges on using social media platforms for vocabulary acquisition.
2. To investigate the features or characteristics of social media platforms that are considered most beneficial by EFL senior high school students for vocabulary acquisition.
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[bookmark: _Toc237162465]1). Theoretical Benefits 
This study contributes to the field of language learning, especially for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. By providing perspectives on the role of social media in supporting vocabulary acquisition, this research aims to deepen understanding of how these platforms can improve language learning, particularly in vocabulary acquisition. The findings are expected to contribute to the growing body of knowledge on the use of digital tools in education and provide perspectives on their potential applications in EFL contexts. 
a. For Teachers
Teachers may gain important insights from this study into how senior high school EFL students perceive the use of social media for learning vocabulary. By knowing students' perspectives, teachers could develop courses that align with their preferences and experiences, ensuring that social media is used in a way that best supports their learning needs. The theoretical insights from this research can guide teachers in identifying the features of social media that are most effective for vocabulary acquisition.
b. For Students
Students may learn more about how to maximize these social media platforms to improve their language learning from their perspectives. This study encourages students to become more self-aware of their learning process and their interactions with social media tools, guiding them to make thoughtful decisions about which features or characteristics are most beneficial for their vocabulary development.
c. For Future Researchers
From the EFL students, this study contributes to our understanding of how social media platforms facilitate vocabulary development. Future studies can examine additional factors that influence students' opinions, such as their learning habits or external factors that affect their use of social media for vocabulary growth. 

[bookmark: _Toc237162466]2). Practical Benefits
This study offers practical benefits by focusing on the challenges students face and the features of social media platforms they find beneficial. This study provides insights that can help improve vocabulary learning in EFL contexts.
a. For Teachers
Teachers can have a better understanding of the challenges EFL senior high school students face when using social media for vocabulary learning. By leveraging insights into the benefits of social media platforms, teachers can improve the learning experience by choosing and implementing the right tools and features in their teaching methods.
b. For Students
Students can evaluate their own learning process and identify the challenges they encounter when using social media to learn vocabulary. This self-awareness can help them develop strategies to overcome these challenges. Furthermore, this study encourages students to actively participate in their vocabulary learning by leveraging social media as a learning resource.  
c. For Future Researchers
This study provides a reference for further exploration of the challenges EFL students face in using technology in their language learning. Additionally, the findings on the beneficial features of social media platforms can inspire future research to develop or enhance tools and features tailored to EFL learners. Moreover, this study provides a framework for further investigation into aspects of social media use in education, including collaborative learning, cross-cultural learning, and the role of specific platforms across different educational contexts.



