[bookmark: _Toc229030615]CHAPTER III
[bookmark: _Toc229030616]RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter will explain the research approach, research design, data collection methods, research instruments, validity and reliability, data analysis, and population and samples used.
A. [bookmark: _Toc229030617]Research Approach
This study uses a qualitative approach. This approach is chosen because the study aims to understand and analyze in depth the grammatical errors made by students, particularly in constructing passive sentences. Through a qualitative approach, the researcher can examine the phenomenon comprehensively in its natural context and interpret meaning based on the participants’ perspectives. (Creswell, 2014) states that qualitative research focuses on exploring and understanding a social phenomenon or human problem, emphasizing the meaning that individuals or groups assign to the phenomenon.
B. [bookmark: _Toc229030618][bookmark: _Hlk190780688]Research Design
The research design used in this study is a case study. This design is chosen because the study focuses on a specific group in a particular context. (Fraenkel et al., 2012) explain that a case study is a form of qualitative research that aims to describe a unit in detail, contextually, and comprehensively.
In this study, one class of eleventh-grade students at SMA Istiqamah is determined as a bounded case. The study does not only analyze students’ written work but also considers the learning process that takes place in the classroom. Thus, this study is expected to provide a comprehensive description of the types of errors, the causes of errors, and the factors that influence students’ ability in using passive voice.
C. [bookmark: _Toc229030619]Research Location and Time
This research was conducted at SMA Istiqamah with eleventh-grade students as the participants. The selection of the research location is based on its relevance to the research focus, namely English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learning. The study was conducted in the 2025/2026 academic year. Data collection was carried out during the teaching and learning process of passive voice material, so that the data obtained reflects the actual classroom conditions.
D. [bookmark: _Toc229030620]Sampling strategy
The sampling technique used in this study is purposive sampling. This technique is used because the sample selection is based on specific considerations relevant to the research objectives. According to (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009), purposive sampling is a sampling technique carried out intentionally by considering certain characteristics that best suit the research purpose.
In research, a population refers to all individuals, objects, or events that become the focus of study, where the findings are expected to be generalized to a broader scope (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). The subjects of this study were 24 eleventh-grade students who had already received instruction on passive voice. This selection was intended to ensure that the participants had the appropriate background knowledge related to the focus of the study, so that the data obtained would be more accurate and relevant for analysis.
E. [bookmark: _Toc229030621]Research Instrument
According to (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009), research instruments are tools used by researchers to collect data in order to achieve the established research objectives. In this study, the instruments used include:
1. Observation Sheet
The observation sheet is used to record classroom learning activities, teaching methods used by the teacher, and students’ participation during the learning process.
2. Interview Guide
The interview guide consists of open-ended questions used to obtain information from students and teachers regarding their understanding of passive voice and the teaching strategies applied.
3. Written Test
The written test is used to measure students’ ability in constructing passive sentences. The test consists of 20 items in the form of sentence transformation from active to passive voice. The test results are used as the main data for analyzing students’ grammatical errors.
F. [bookmark: _Toc229030622]Research Procedure
The research procedure in this study was carried out through several interrelated stages. In the preparation stage, the researcher first developed the research proposal, determined the research subjects, and prepared the instruments required for data collection. After that, the study proceeded to the implementation stage, where the researcher conducted classroom observations, administered tests to students, and carried out interviews with both students and teachers to obtain more in-depth data.
Next, in the data processing stage, all collected data were classified and organized according to the types of errors found. The data were then analyzed in the data analysis stage using error analysis techniques to identify error patterns as well as the factors causing them. The final stage was the conclusion drawing stage, in which the researcher formulated conclusions based on the results of the analysis and provided recommendations that can be used to improve the learning process in the future.
G. [bookmark: _Toc229030623]Data Collection
[bookmark: _Hlk190781073]Data collection techniques in research refer to organized methods employed to gather information from participants or other sources that are aligned with the objectives of the study (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). Data collection in this study was carried out through several complementary methods to obtain comprehensive data. First, observation was conducted to obtain a real picture of the classroom learning process and to identify factors that may influence students’ grammatical errors.
In addition, interviews were also used as a data collection technique to gather more in-depth information. These interviews aimed to explore students’ understanding of passive voice usage as well as to obtain information regarding the teaching strategies applied by the teacher in English learning. The final technique used was a test, which functioned to collect data in the form of students’ written work. Through this test, the researcher obtained primary data on students’ ability to construct passive sentences, which were then analyzed to identify the types of errors produced.
H. [bookmark: _Toc229030624]Data Analysis Techniques
Data analysis in this study refers to the qualitative data analysis steps proposed by (Creswell, 2014). In the initial stage, data were collected from students’ written work, which served as the main source of the study. After the data were collected, the researcher conducted a thorough reading process to understand the content of the data while organizing information relevant to the research focus, namely grammatical errors in the use of passive voice.
The next stage involved coding and data classification, in which each error found was compared with correct grammatical rules to identify its type. The errors were then categorized into omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. After that, the researcher interpreted the data by explaining the possible causes of the errors, whether due to first language interference or students’ lack of understanding of second language rules.
In the final stage, the researcher drew conclusions based on the results of the analysis and presented the findings in a systematic descriptive form. These conclusions also provided an overview of students’ difficulties in understanding passive voice material and its implications for the English learning process.
I. [bookmark: _Toc229030625][bookmark: _Hlk196607176]Triangulation
To ensure data validity, this study employed triangulation techniques. Triangulation is a method of checking data validity by using multiple sources, methods, or time frames to obtain more accurate and reliable data. In this study, the researcher used method triangulation and source triangulation as follows:
1. Method Triangulation
Method triangulation was conducted by comparing data obtained through different data collection techniques, namely observation, interviews, and tests. Observation data were used to understand classroom conditions, interviews were used to explore students’ and teachers’ understanding and experiences, while tests were used to identify students’ grammatical errors in constructing passive sentences. By comparing these three methods, the researcher could ensure data consistency and accuracy.
2. Source Triangulation
Source triangulation was conducted by comparing data obtained from different sources, namely students and teachers. Student data consisted of test results and interview responses regarding their understanding of passive voice, while teacher data were obtained through interviews regarding the teaching methods used. This comparison aimed to provide a more complete and objective picture of the research problem.
Through the use of method and source triangulation, it is expected that the data obtained in this study have a high level of credibility so that the research findings can be scientifically justified.



