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A. [bookmark: _Toc229030603][bookmark: _Hlk192248578]Background of the Study
According to (Putri, 2015), language is a means of communication used by humans to convey ideas, thoughts, and information, as well as to build social relationships in everyday life. In the Indonesian context, English is positioned as the first foreign language and plays an important role in supporting national development, fostering international relations, and supporting foreign policy. Therefore, it is taught at various levels of education, from elementary school to higher education.
The teaching of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) has become an integral part of the education system in Indonesia. Mastery of English functions not only as a tool for global communication but also as a means of accessing knowledge, technology, and information in the era of globalization. In the context of secondary education, English proficiency is one of the essential competencies that students must acquire, particularly in productive skills such as writing and speaking. One of the main components that supports these skills is the accurate and appropriate mastery of grammar.
English language learning encompasses four main skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing as well as language components such as pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. However, in practice, students still frequently make grammatical errors due to a lack of understanding and practice (Putri, 2015) Many students tend to understand grammatical rules only partially and are unable to apply them consistently in real communication contexts. This leads to various grammatical errors, particularly in writing, which requires a high level of accuracy. These errors not only disrupt clarity of meaning but also affect the overall quality of communication.
One aspect of grammar that is considered complex and often causes errors is the passive voice. The structure of passive sentences differs from that of active sentences, particularly in terms of the change in the position of the subject and object, the use of auxiliary verbs (to be), and the form of the main verb in the past participle. In addition, the use of passive voice involves an understanding of various tenses, which increases its level of difficulty.
(Bochari et al., 2020) state that the correct use of past participle forms in various sentence contexts is one of the main difficulties faced by students in constructing passive sentences. In addition, students often experience confusion in determining the appropriate form of “to be” according to the tense used. Errors in these aspects indicate that students’ understanding of the basic concepts of passive voice is still not optimal.
Previous studies have shown that the level of errors in the use of passive voice is still relatively high. Based on a study conducted by (Putri, 2015) involving 25 students, a total of 436 errors were identified, categorized into four types: omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. Among these, misformation was the most frequent type of error, while addition was the least frequent. These findings indicate that students still experience difficulties in forming correct grammatical structures, particularly in the use of passive voice. Therefore, efforts are needed to improve students’ understanding of grammar through more effective and targeted instruction.
Another study conducted by (Darohim, 2020) shows that students still frequently make errors in transforming active sentences into passive ones, particularly in the forms of omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. They also face difficulties in understanding the use of passive voice in several tenses, such as simple present, simple past, present continuous, and past continuous. These difficulties are influenced by several factors, including classroom learning conditions, limited experience in using English, unclear teacher explanations, and structural differences between Indonesian and English.
Although a number of studies have discussed students’ grammatical errors, most of them focus on errors in general without providing an in-depth analysis of a specific aspect, such as passive voice. In addition, studies that examine grammatical errors using an error analysis approach in specific school contexts are still limited. In fact, specific and contextual analysis is essential to understand the characteristics of students’ errors more accurately.
Based on preliminary observations conducted at SMA Istiqamah, it was found that eleventh-grade students still experience difficulties in constructing passive sentences accurately. These difficulties are evident in errors related to the use of incorrect forms of “to be” according to the tense, inappropriate selection of past participle forms, and mistakes in transforming active sentences into passive ones. In addition, students tend to apply patterns from their mother tongue to English, which results in structural errors. These conditions indicate a gap between students’ theoretical understanding and their ability to apply the concept of passive voice in practice. Therefore, a more in-depth study is needed to identify the types of errors made by students, the frequency of these errors, and the factors underlying them.
In line with this, this study employs an error analysis approach as the analytical framework to examine students’ grammatical errors in constructing passive sentences. This approach is chosen because it provides a systematic description of the types and sources of errors, which can serve as a basis for developing more effective instructional strategies.
Thus, this study aims to analyze the grammatical errors made by eleventh-grade students of SMA Istiqamah in constructing passive sentences. Specifically, this study aims to (1) identify the types of grammatical errors in passive voice, (2) determine the frequency of each type of error, and (3) analyze the factors causing these errors. The findings of this study are expected to contribute theoretically to the field of error analysis and practically to teachers in developing more effective grammar teaching strategies, particularly in teaching passive voice.



B. [bookmark: _Toc229030604]Research Question
1. What types of grammatical errors are made by eleventh-grade students in constructing passive sentences?
2. What factors cause students to make errors in constructing passive sentences?

C. [bookmark: _Toc229030605]Research Objectives
The purpose of this study is to identify and classify the types of grammatical errors made by eleventh-grade students in constructing passive sentences. This study also aims to analyze the factors that cause these errors. Specifically, it focuses on students’ difficulties in using passive sentence structures. In addition, this study examines the linguistic and pedagogical factors that influence students’ errors. Thus, it is expected to provide a deeper understanding of students’ problems in constructing passive sentences.

D. [bookmark: _Toc229030606]Research Benefits
1. For Students:
This study is expected to help students understand the common errors that occur in the use of passive sentences. By identifying the types and causes of these errors, students can improve their grammatical competence more effectively. In addition, they can enhance their writing and speaking skills in English more accurately.
2. For Teachers:
This study can serve as a reference for teachers in identifying students’ difficulties related to the use of passive voice. The findings can also assist teachers in designing more appropriate, innovative, and student-centered teaching strategies. Thus, the learning process can become more effective and well-directed.
3. For Schools
This study is expected to contribute to improving the quality of English language teaching in schools. The findings can be used as evaluation material for curriculum development and teaching methods. Moreover, schools can support the use of more contextual and technology-based learning media.
4. For Other Researchers:
This study can serve as a reference for future researchers who are interested in grammatical error analysis, particularly in the use of passive voice. It also opens opportunities for further studies with broader scopes, different methods, or the development of more innovative learning media.

